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Joint Statement for International Collaboration on the
Framework for the Emergence of Superdisciplinarity

1. Why superdisciplinarity?

For years people have been saying that the world is faced with unprecedented, challenging problems: global warming, population explosion,
aging society, food deficiency, destruction of nature, shortage of natural resources, unequal distribution of wealth, and a myriad of other
problems. The research and education systems based on traditional disciplines appear more and more inadequate in the pursuit of the mission
of solving these challenging problems.

Given the demands of and constant changes in modern society, constructing a new platform for science to solve the pressing issues facing
humankind is essential. Doing so will require the sublimations of the disciplines more than depending on the interrelationships between them.
We, therefore, aim to shift from the science that merely pursues truth or principles by analyzing phenomena and events to a science that
establishes new academic fields that encourage synthesis of different disciplines. This emerging new disciplinary framework has been coined
“superdisciplinarity”.

Superdisciplinary studies should, therefore, seek to enhance human welfare and happiness by venturing beyond established disciplines to
create new frontiers in modern science and technology; and, by making this paradigm shift, to further enrich human knowledge and overcome
obstacles that have eluded solution through conventional approaches. Moreover, the superdisciplinarity can be a driving force in new industry
creation and revitalization of societies based on the synergetic collaboration among stakeholders including academia, policymakers, the private
sector, and the public.

2. Pioneering Superdisciplinary Field: Sustainability Science

More and more world-class universities now share very similar missions: creating new fields of science through superdisciplinary approaches
that push the boundaries of traditional research areas, including but not limited to sustainability science, new materials science, advanced
energy, biosciences, and environmental sciences. Sustainability is one particular and important theme of research and education. In 2011, the
Japanese government approved more extensive support for the Graduate Program in Sustainability Science at The University of Tokyo with a
new funding scheme: The Global Leadership Initiative. We celebrate this official and epoch-making commencement of one of the new
superdisciplinary fields. At the same time, we hope to seek further development of superdisciplinary approaches towards other target issues that
humankind faces, together with other institutions of higher education in the world that share the same mission.

3. International Collaboration on Superdisciplinary Studies
To achieve this goal, we would firstly like to develop an alliance of these shared-mission schools. For accelerating the superdisciplinary studies,
our next step should be to pursue various efforts 1) to make the campuses of alliance schools into centers of superdisciplinary research and
education in each respective country and 2) to cultivate global leaders of the superdisciplinary studies.

At this time, we attended the International Forum on Framework for Emergence of Superdisciplinarity to discuss how best to promote such
superdisciplinary studies, held on 8 January, 2013 in the Kashiwa Campus of The University of Tokyo. After the forum, we have held a
roundtable discussion and are issuing this joint statement to declare that we will strive to construct strong future collaboration, as stated below:

1. initiating active and systematic exchanges of students and researchers at the graduate level,
2. opening a summer school on each alliance member’s campus for undergraduates to learn superdisciplinarity, and

3. establishing graduate courses to cultivate global leaders in the superdisciplinary fields, in which students travel together from one
campus to another campus each semester.

Nik Meriam Nik Sulaiman,
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