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For those who need to enter Japan to take the GSFS entrance examination

May 11, 2022

The Japanese government currently prohibits new entries of foreign nationals without a visa
as one of the border control measures taken for prevention of the new coronavirus spread.
Foreign nationals are required to have a visa to enter Japan, regardless of their nationality or
length of stay in Japan. Accordingly, foreign nationals who wish to take the entrance
examination of the Graduate School of Frontier Sciences (GSFS) must obtain a Temporary
Visitor’s visa (business) before entering Japan, unless there is a change in the border control

measures.

In addition, new entrants are, in principle, required to go through an 8-day quarantine at a
hotel where they let new arrivals stay for their quarantine period. Those who need to travel to
Japan are advised to pay close attention to their scheduling, health care, and requirements for

entering Japan. The requirements for entering Japan are listed on the following website

https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/ca/cp/page22_003380.html (Japanese)
https://www.mofa.go.jp/ca/cp/page22e_000925.html  (English)

Any future changes to the content of this document will be announced on the GSFS website.

https://www.k.u-tokyo.ac.jp/exam/info/ (Japanese)
https://www.k.u-tokyo.ac.jp/en/exam/info/ (English)

1. Application for Temporary Visitor’s visa (business)

Those who are coming to Japan to take the GSFS entrance examination must obtain a
Temporary Visitor’s visa (business) before entering Japan. Among the documents required at
the time of visa application, there are four documents that a host institution is responsible to
prepare: 1) Letter of Guarantee, 2) Itinerary in Japan, 3) Invitation Letter, and 4) Certificate
of Employment (of the guarantor). GSFS will prepare these documents when the necessary

information is received from applicants.

Under the current border control measures, a “Certificate of Completion of the ERFS system”
is also necessary when applying a visa. GSFS will apply for this certificate for those who are

taking the GSFS entrance examination.



It takes at least 2 weeks for the documents to be ready to send, after receiving the following

information from the visa applicants.

@ Flight information (round trip)

@ Information on the place of stay after entering Japan for the entire period of stay (name,
address, telephone number, and reservation number)

@® Copy of Passport

@ Vaccination status statement (showing dates of vaccination, vaccine name, and
manufacturer of vaccine)

@ Confirmation of the contents of the written pledge

2. Things to do before travelling to Japan
For the latest information, please check the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare website

below.

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/seisakunitsuite/bunya/0000121431_00209.html (Japanese)
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/covid-19/bordercontrol.html (English)

3. Quarantine period

New entrants are, in principle, required to go through an 8-day quarantine at a hotel where
they let new entrants stay for their quarantine period. Since March 2022, the quarantine
period after entry into Japan has been able to shortened depending on whether or not the
applicant is from a designated country/region and holds a vaccination certificate that is

recognized as valid by Japan. Please refer to the following websites for details.

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/seisakunitsuite/bunya/0000121431_00342.html (Japanese)
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/000903661.pdf (English)

You can also check the above site for vaccination certificates that are recognized as valid by

Japan.

4. Transportation to the quarantine hotel
Those who need to quarantine may now use public transportation only when traveling to a
quarantine hotel after entry into Japan, as long as they can make themselves arrive at a

quarantine hotel within 24 hours after taking a PCR test at the arriving airport.



Due to the increase in the number of people entering Japan, quarantine and other procedures
at airports are taking longer than usual. Please estimate about 5 hours to make a flight
connection, if you need. And if you are arriving later in the evening, you are suggested to stay
overnight near your arriving airport, because the last train to come to the Kashiwa-no-ha area
from Narita or Haneda will be about 22:00.
5. Arrangement for quarantine hotel
Please make your own arrangements. The following hotels are located near Kashiwa-no-ha
where you can spend the quarantine period.

Mitsui Garden Hotel Kashiwa-no-ha

Hotel Trifito Kashiwa-no-ha Campus

Hotel Sun Oak Kashiwa-no-ha

6. How to spend your time during quarantine
For information on how to spend your time during the quarantine period, please refer to the

following websites.

https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/seisakunitsuite/bunya/0000121431_00209.html (Japanese)
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/000889656.pdf (Japanese)

https://www.hco.mhlw.go.jp/manual/pdf-en/detail.pdf (English)
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/content/000889657.pdf (English)

During a quarantine period, it is forbidden to go out or have contact with others. The use of
public transportation (buses and trains) is also prohibited. Food and daily necessities can be
purchased in your hotel or at the adjacent convenience store.

Behavior and health management during the quarantine period will be handled by the
government using an app called MySoS. Please be sure to respond to all video call contacts
from the app. If you do not respond, or if it turns out that you are not at your originally planned
place of stay, the government will notify GSFS, which is your host institution. Both GSFS and
you will be required to take time and effort to respond to such calls from the government, and

in the worst case scenario, you may be deported.

7. Schedule
D (Applicant) Please complete the application procedures for taking entrance examination

within the designated period.



(2 (GSFS) After the application period, we will send you information by e-mail on how to
request for documents necessary for a Temporary Visitor’s Visa application.

(3 (Applicant) Please follow our guidance and apply for documents necessary for visa
application. It takes about 2 weeks to issue them.

@ (GSFS) Will send the documents required for visa application in data or paper. Please
contact the Japanese Embassy in advance for information on how to submit documents to the
Embassy. GSFS will post the original documents to those who need the original documents.
The time required for mailing varies depending on the postal conditions in the destination
country. Please allow sufficient time.

(B (Applicant) Please apply for a Temporary Visitor's visa at the Japanese Embassy in your
country when you have all the necessary documents.

© (Applicant) The next day of your arrival will be the first day of quarantine. If you need to
quarantine, you will need to stay at the quarantine hotel for eight days, so you can come to

the Kashiwa Campus to take the examination only after the 9th day from your arrival day.

8. Supplemental information

When applying for a Temporary Visitor's visa, a "Certificate of Completion of the ERFS
system" is required, which a host institution applies. The "Certificate of Completion of the
ERFS system" will be issued when a host institution, in this case, GSFS, applies online in
advance to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare's Immigration Health Management
Confirmation System, enters information about the new entrants who have agreed to adhere
to the terms and conditions of the border control measures of Japan. GSFS will explain to
prospective examinees the covenants stipulated by the Japanese government, and only from
those who have pledged to comply with the covenants, GSFS will apply for a "Certificate of
Completion of the ERFS system", and prepare the required documents for visa application.
The details of the pledge will be provided in an e-mail after the entrance examination

application is submitted.

Please note that submitting an application to the Japanese Embassy does not guarantee that
a visa will be granted. Visas are examined on an individual basis and the final decision will be
made by the Japanese government. Please be aware that additional documents may be

required for some applicants and that it may take longer than usual.

Regarding Application Screening Fees at GSFS, once it has been paid, it will not be refunded
for any reason. It is non-refundable even if you are unable to take the examination due to

reasons such as your visa not being issued by the scheduled travel date, or your flight being



suddenly cancelled and you are unable to travel to Japan on the scheduled date.

9. Contact information for inquiries
For inquiries regarding applications for Temporary Visitor's visa, please contact:
International Liaison Office, Graduate School of Frontier Sciences (ilo@edu.k.u-

tokyo.ac.jp)
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